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With the Name of God, The Infinitely Loving, Eternally Caring.
We sincerely praise and thank God, and ask Him to bless, pro-
tect, and honor our Prophet and Messenger Muhammad.

Thursday, August 20th is our Islamic New Year, and it
will be the year 1442 - the date marked by the arrival of
Our Beloved Messenger 2> to al-Madinah al-Munawwar-
ah, The Illuminated City. The first month in the calendar
is Muharram. It is a great time to fast, specifically on the

10th day (‘Ashara’)

We should all try to fast on ‘Ashara’, the 10th of Muhar-
ram, which is Saturday, August 29th. If possible, fast the
day before or after as well.

Muharram

This is the 1st month of the Islamic Lunar Calendar. The
- referred to it as “The Month of God
(Shahr Allah),” and it has certain virtues. It is also possibly

Messenger of God

a month of increased forgiveness'.

The Messenger of God £ said: “Aside from Ramadan, the

best fasts are the fasts of The Month of God, Al-Muhar-

ram »”2

‘Ashara’
This is the 10th day of Muharram. It falls on Saturday, Au-
gust 29th. Everyone should try to fast this day.

Reward: The Messenger of God 4 said: “Fast on ‘Ashiira’
Doing so will forgive your sins of the previous year.”

Encouragement: Ibn Abbas i said: “I never saw The

A

5
regards to ‘Ashiird’, The Messenger of God & said: “Fast!”

Prophet $2> wanting to fast a day more than ‘Ashara’...”* In

1. Al-Tirmidhi, Jami‘: Kitab al-Sawm
‘an Rastl Allah 2> Bab ma jaa fi
sawm al-Muharram. The other nar-
rations mentioned here should be giv-
en preference in terms of reliability for
proving the month’s virtues.

2. Muslim, Sahih #1163 a,b,c. Al-Tir-
midht, Jami‘: Kitab al-Sawm ‘an

Rastil Allah 2> Bab ma j@a fi sawm
al-Muharram. Abu Dawud, Su-
nan: Kitab al-Sawm Bab fi Sawm

al-Muharram.

3. Al-Tirmidhi, Jami: Kitab al-Sawm
‘an Rasiil Alldh 42> Bab ma jaa fi al-
hathth ‘ala sawm yawm ‘Ashird’.
Ibn Mdjah, Sunan: Kitab al-Sawm
#1810.

4. Al-Bukhari, Sahth: Kitab al-Sawm
Bab siyam yawm ‘Ashura’. Muslim,
Sahth #1132 a.

5. Muslim, Sahth #1131 a.



Reasoning: Ibn ‘Abbas (radiya Allah ‘anhu) mentioned that
the Jews of Al-Madinah used to fast on ‘Ashura’ because
The Exodus — the day Moses ¥ escaped with the Israel-
ites from the reign of the Pharaoh — occurred on that day.

2 responded saying: “We have more

The Messenger of God

”6

right to Moses (alayhi al-salam), so fast (on this day).
Fasting The 9th As Well: The Messenger of God 4> said: “If
I am still alive next year, I will definitely fast the 9th as well.
(Meaning, in addition to the 10th.)”” The Messenger of God

- also said: “Differ from the Jews, fast the day before or

after as well.”® Based on that, it would be okay to fast on the
11th instead of on the 9th. There are different opinions as
to which set of days to fast. To list them in brief:

+ The 10th (Saturday, August 29th only). Everyone is in
agreement that this day should be fasted.’

« The 9th and 10th (Friday and Saturday)

« The 10th and 11th (Saturday and Sunday)*

« The 9th, 10th, and 11th (Friday, Saturday, and Sun-
day)"

Spending on One’s Family

There are a few narrations attributed to the Prophet £ stat-
ing, “If someone is extra generous with their family'* on the
day of ‘Ashard’, Allah & will be extra generous with him
or her throughout the following year.””” It should be men-
tioned that the vast majority of scholars have considered
the attribution of that statement to the Prophet 4%, albeit
through many companions and chains, to be weak (da‘if).

However, there have been great scholars who have acted
upon this statement by spending extra on their family, and
found extra blessings in the following year. For example,
the great Companion (sahabi) Jabir ibn ‘Abd Allah (radiya
Allahu ‘anhu) has been quoted saying, “We have experi-
enced that, and have found it to be true.”** Abtu Al-Zubayr

6. Al-Bukhari, Sahih: Kitab al-Tafstr
Stirah Yiunus Bab Wa Jawazna bi Bani
Isr@’1l ... Muslim, Sahth #1130 c.

7. Muslim, Sahth #1134b. Ibn Majah,
Sunan: Kitab al-Sawm #1808.

8. Ahmad, Musnad #2155. There is
a discussion about this hadith, as to
whether The Messenger of God &
actually said “after it” or even “and
the day after it.” There are other nar-
rations wherein The Prophet <> just
said the 9th and 10th.

9. However, it has been narrated that
after the mandate to fast Ramadan,
Ibn ‘Umar (radiya Allahu ‘anhu)
would not fast on ‘Ashir@ unless it
coincided with his normal fasting
routine. Al-Bukhart, Sahth: Kitab al-
Sawn Bab Wujub Sawm Ramadan.

10. Some scholars opined that there is
no virtue in adding the 11th.

11. Some scholars opined that no one
should fast all three: 9th, 10th, and
11th, referring to it as an innovation
(bid‘ah).

12. Some reports add “and on them-
selves.”

13. This has been narrated by Abii
Sa‘id Al-Khudri, Ibn Mas‘ud, Ibn ‘U-
mar, Abu Hurayrah, and Jabir (radi-
ya Allah ‘anhum). Al-Tabarani, Al-
Awsat,v. 9p.121#9302; Al-Tabarani,
Al-Kabir, v. 10 p. 77 #10007; Al-Bay-
haqi, Shu‘ab Al-Iman, v. 7 p. 375-9
and v. 8 p. 377; Ion Hibban, Kitab
Al-Majriihin, v. 3 p. 97; Abu Nu‘aym,
Akbar Asbahan,v. 1p. 163 and p. 198;
Ibn Ma‘in, Tarikh, #2223; Al-Khatib,
Muwaddih al-Jam* wa al-Tafriq,
V. 2 p. 307; Al-Hakim Al-Tirmidhi,
Nawadir Al-Usul v. 3 p.14
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and Shu‘bah & have also been quoted with similar state-
ments."” Sufyan ibn ‘Uyaynah (rahimahu Allah) is famous*®
for this statement, saying that he found this extra gener-
osity for “50 or 60 years.” Ibn Habib Al-Maliki (rahimahu
Allah) composed a few lines of poetry highlighting this.”

B
there are numerous quotes, statements, and testimonies

In summary, despite a weak attribution to the Prophet
that indicate that receiving extra generosity from Allah the
year following having spent on one’s family has some ba-
sis.” So anyone who is able to, and chooses to act upon
this™, should go ahead and be extra generous with his or
her family on ‘Ashiard’, and hope and pray for extra gener-
osity and blessings from Allah. — Allah knows best.

May Allah — Al-Razzaq, The Sustainer — provide for us
all, bless us in what He Alone has provided us with, make
us grateful and content, and free us from any and all forms
of debt. May Allah accepting our fasting on ‘Asharad’, and
forgive us for our previous years’ worth of sins. Amin.

14. Ibn ‘Abd Al-Barr, Al-Istidhkar, v.
10 p. 140.

15. Ibn ‘Abd Al-Barr, Al-Istidhkar, v.
10 p. 140.

16. However, Al-Imam Ahmad ibn
Hanbal (rahimahu Allah) said in re-
sponseto this, “(Well, obviously...) He
(Ibn Uyaynah) would be obsequious
and groveling to Ibn Al-Muntashir.
May Allah have mercy on Ibn Uyay-
nah. He lived with the kings.” Masa’il
Ibn Hani’ li Al-Imam Ahmad, v. 1 p.
136-7.

17. Al-Qadi ‘Iyad, Tartib al-Madarik
wa Taqrib al-Masalik, v. 4 p. 140.

18. Al-Bayhagi, Shu‘ab Al-Iman, v. 7
p. 379; Al-Hafiz Ibn Hajar Al-‘Asqa-
lani, Al-Amali Al-Mutlaqah p. 27-
30; Ibn Hajar, Mukhtasar Al-Tar-
ghib, p. 82; Ibn ‘Abidin, Hashiyah, v.
2 p. 419; Al-Sawi Al-Maliki, Hashi-
yah Al-Sawi ‘ala Al-Sharh Al-Saghir,
V. 1p. 691; The recommendation has
also been mentioned by Sulayman
Al-Jamal in his Hashiyah, and by
Al-Bahuti Al-Hanbali in his Sharh
Muntaha Al-Iradat.

19. If someone refrains from acting on
this due to precaution and/or in fol-
lowing those scholars that considered
this action to be incorrect or an inno-
vation (like Al-Imam Ibn Baz rahima-
hu Allah in his Majmu© al-Fatawa, v.
26 p. 252), then, God-willing, they
will be rewarded for their caution.
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